BEFORE THE SOUTH CARGLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Macter of the Suspension or ]

1 CONSENT ORDER OF
Revocation of the Educator Certificate ) PERMAMNEMT

] YOLUNTARY SURRENDER
of Curlis R, Ballard 1 AND REVOCATION

]

Certificate 124207

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

On July 11, 2007, the South Carglina State Board of Educalion (Steke
Boarc) sumrmarily suspended the educatar cettificate of Curlis B, Ballard,
certificate 124207, as a rosult of his arrest an July &, 2007, Mr. Ballard was
arrested and charged with four caunts of Crminal Salicitation of a Minar.
Mr. Ballard's arrcst was based on  allegations  that he  knowingly
communicated through the Internet to a person he believed to be thirtear
years of zge and living 11 Spartanburg County, South Cacalina by aerfarmisg
a sexdual activity in the presence of the vickim wia his web catmora,  THe
dllegations were based on an investigation conducted by the Spartanburg
County Sherift's OHice.

On July 13, 2007, the Scuth Carolinag Stale Deparlment of Educatior
[SCDE] sent notice to Mr. Sallard of the summary suspension and his right to
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a hearing by regular and certified mail, retuen receipt requested. On July 16, |

2007, Mr. Ballard nolified e STOF that he had resigned from the Pickens
County School District effective July 11, 2007, and had subsequenthy retired.

0On Cctober 17, 2007, Mr. Ballard entered a guilty plea to one count of
Criminal Solicitation of 2 Minor. The Court sentenced Mr. Ballard to a term of
five: years suspended with probation for three years, subject to the South
Carolina Department of Probation, Pardon and Parcle Seorvices standard
conditions of prozation  As a resulz of this maktter, Mr. Ballard hzs zqreead to
waive his right to & hearing and to permmanently surrendor his South Caroling
aducator’s certificate,



Cuitls &, Ballard
Consent Order af Permanenl Velunta-y Surmender and Ravocation
Fiage 2

FINDINGS OF FACT

Mr. Curtis A. Ballard held a val'd South Carolina cducatar cortificate
and had aver twenty-seven years of Leaching experience with the Pickens
County School District. For the 2006-2007 school year, Mr. Ballard was
empioyed as a science teacher al Eesley High Scheol. Mr Ballard resgrncd
from hls employmant with the Districk on July 11, 2007, fallowing his arrest
an July 5, 2007, on four counts of Criminal Solicitation & & ™Minor.  ™r.
Ballard's arrest was basad on allegations that e knewingly cormmunicaled
through the Internel Lo & femele person he believed to be thirtesn yvears of
age and living e Spartanburg, South Caroling, for the purpose of performing
A sexudl aolivicy in the presence of the wvictim wia his weh camera, The
allzgations were based upon an investigation of an allegation conducted by
the Spartanbarg Courty Sheriffs Office.

Qn July L1, 2007, the State Board summarily suspended Mr. Ballard's

educator certificate, cortificase 124207, s a result of his arrest on July % | ciomes
2007, On July 13, 2007, the Soulh Carolina Staze Department of Education | o o
{SCDE} sent notice to Mr Ballard of the surmmary suspension and his rghl to g
a hearing by regular and certified rrail, return receipt reguasted. On luly 16, -

2007, Mr. Bal ard notified the SCDE chat he had rasigned from the Pickens
County School District, effective July 11, 2007, and bad subsequently retired. &L 3lﬁ?

Lra

On October 17, 2007, Mr. Ballard entered « guilly plea to one count of
Criminal Selicitation of a Minor. The Cou-t sentenced Mr. Ballard to a term of
five years suspendad with probation for three years, subject to the Soukh
Caroling Department of Prabarinn, Pardon and Parole Services standard
conditions of probation,  Mr, Ballard's computer activity will be monitored.
The Court further ordered that Mr. Ballard shall recister with the Sesx
(Offender Reglstry and shall complete the Sexual Intervention Program
conductad by Dr. Kar R, Bockorf. As a result of this matter, Mr. Ballard has
agieod to wa've his righl e @ hearing and to permanently surrcncer his

South Cargling educator’s cert ficate.



Curlis A Ballard
Consant Grdar of Permanent Voluntary Surrender and Fevocatlon
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Mr. Ballard woluntarily agrees to the permanent surrender of his
cortificate 124207 and agrees to the following conditions: {1} his cducator
cortificate will bocome permanently invalid and revokec immediately upon
the approval by the Slels Board of the permanent voluntary surrender; {20
hs may never re-apply for a South Careling cducator certificate; (33 he
weives his right to & hearing and understands that the torms sel forkh herein
ae not subject to recensideration, collateral atzack or judiclal review: and {43
he agrees that his surrendor will be reported to all school districls in Scuth
Carolina and the MASDTEC Clearinghouse 28 a permansnl wvountary
surrender and revacation with the reasons stated as “unprofessiongl conduck,
crime agzinst the law of this State or the Unted States, immoralicy anc
conduct involving moral turpitude.,”

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

"The South Caroling Board ot Education may, for just cause, either
revoke or suspend the certificate of amy porson,” S.C, Code Ann, § 59-25-
15C (2004); 24 5.C. Code Regs. 43-58 {(Supp. 2008). Just cause includes:
"Unprofessicnal conduct, Crime against the law of this State or the United
States, immarality and any conduct involving morzl turpitude.” 5.C. Code
Ann. §59-25-160 {2004); 24 S.€. Code Regs. 43-58 (Supp. 2006]. The State
Soard finds tha: the evidence presented, which is undisputed by Mr. Ballard,
supports the State Board’s decision that just cause exists to accept tho
permanent valuntary sumrender of educator certificate 124207, issued under
Lhe name of Curtis R Bellarc, and to permanently revake this educator
certificate effective Movember L4, 2007, The pormanent woluntary surrender
and permanent revocation of Mr. Sallard’s educato- certificate 124207 skall
e reported to the MASDTEC Clearinghouse and all South Carclina school
districts within thirty davs fram the date of this ordar. )
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AND IT IS 50 ORDERED.

South Cargling State Board of Education

By: gf /ﬂ‘&

n E. Tindal, Chair

Columbia, Sauth Carolina
MNovember , 2007

1. Curts R. Ballard, 5.C. Educalur Corhificabe 124207, undersmnd there has besn an insesligalion
cencarning alleged wiolatlars of the lzés Al régaaoors soverning the practce o educaben certificale
hnlders ond that L hews a dght 22 3 fearing in s meller. T herehy froely, knoeang v and wilunzarily
surrenler sqild cerlifiGte 92 thes Douth Caroling Stats Board st Educalion. T oasreswsy acknnedeege that this
suriender shell 1awve Lhe sa-ne effect a5 a pormancnt revocathon o my c2bincabe. T kooeingly Toreis g
rel nqulsh all Ight, E2l2 and srivilege of Faking mysclf pur s ond being able b pracs e a2 ain edocalor ie
the public school In the SZabe of South Caroling. [ egres Liat | wil not serve as a woluntees or be
emplayexl as a1 educamr, poraproioss cial. olde, suzstilulbe Leacie | ur in any sther position o 3 public
sdiza In the Sate of Goulh Camliva. T agoeo o0 oo mopesed Consent Orass of Permanenl Voelonta -y
FJumcnder ond Revccation, consizling of oo pAges, anc ondersta fak this Oc2-wl be cresenies as

ik to Hho "'“E%Wmn o Hzveriber 14, 2307,
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Cirts R. Ballarz Dinke




